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| Short Chat With Many 
Americans---by the Editor 


_ ©The present relation between employees and employers is un-Christian. 
ms the Middle Ages the Church of Rome decreed that a man who had money 
ugid not use it to his own satisfaction. If the same situation existed today 
would be no such thing as labor disturbances.”—Rev. Frank L. Crouch, 
ary of the New York Commission on Social Service of the Protestant 


al Charch, October 2, 1919. 


There is no doubt that there is guilt on the part of both Capital 
Labor, and that their differences will not be satisfactorily set- 

d until each acknowledges its injustices. Their interests being 
wetua!, Capital and Labor must endeavor to be friends; both will 
uffer, and so will the interested public, so long as they look upon 
ech other as enemies, Labor must aim first of all at production 
ie the benefit of the general public, and to reduce the cost of 
ng even for itself; if labor earns more for capital because it 
Jers assiduous service, it is entitled to a share in such earnings 


athe form of greater remunerati 


qtitled to some of these earnings in the shape of lower prices. 
What the minister meant to convey by saying that “in the 


on, ‘just as the purchasing public 


iddie Ages the Church of Rome decreed that a man who had | 


ney could not use it to his own 


satisfaction” was this: No man | 


ay accumulate a fortune by defrauding labor or by charging | 
sorbitant prices; capital is entitled to a fair interest on invested | 
ney, to fair remuneration for risk, and for the work, mental or | 


ysical, of the directing forces. 


Earnings over and above this | 


slong to the purchasing public and to labor. 
Labor has the right to organize for protection, but not to) 
merce. There can be a tyranny of labor worse in its consequences | 


the general public than a tyranny of capital. The knotty prob- 
ms of Capital and Labor can be solved by the eternal principles 
[justice of which the Catholic Church has ever been the cham- 


e Kind of Unity God 
Intended for His Church 
If You Wor'd Know What is Coming Note 


: 
, > 


Rev. E. De ta Monniere, S_J. | 
“There are scattered upon the face 
the earth 250,000,000 Catholiés, at) 
t lowest estimate. These 250,000,- | 
) men, wonten and children have not 
n born under the same flag. They 
not owe allegiance to a common 
try. They do not speak the same 
mage. They have not met in Con- 
or Parliament to come to an 
irstanding. Rivers, seas, oceans 
fantains and deserts hold them 
, yet what is their belief? 
sten. What an entrancing, up- 
g harmony breaks in upon our 
funded ears! The same canticle 
2¢ refrain of the same song. 


me doctrine. And that mighty 


. forth,, in__evers, 
5 tongte, and the echo of it is 
bsted by every nation, from the 
highly civilized to the least cul- 
, and welcomed by all tribes and 
reds. What recks it of space and 
ce and conditions and circum- 


vigable seas? On the shores of | 
ocean, in the leafy depths of the 


solitudes, in‘ gloomy holds and | eloistered nun, the king and the sub-| 
ty fastnesses I hear those millions; ject, the priest and the people, and 


‘faintly, that impressive scene of the 
whole Catholic society kneeling in one 


The Prayer of Ong the Prayer of All. 


pauper and the capitalist, the ignor- 
ant and the sage, the child and the 
man, the laborer and his master, the 
highbern gentlewoman and her ple- 

? What cares it for sundering | beian sister, the wage-worker and his 
ls and vales, impassable steppes or | employer, the ill-clad and ill-fed beg- 
gar and the pampered minion of for- | 
(tune, the mother of a family and th | 


to an authority placed in the centre 
of Catholicism. Was that prodigy ac- 
complished? You know it was. 
“There remains one more feature 
of that oneness to be scanned and 
sketched—the sweet harmony of ex-| 
ternal worship to which I have already | 
alluded. None but a poet’s glowing 
imagery can hope to picture, even 


common .—-eadoration, slaking their 
soul’s thirst at the same sacramenta! 
well-springs, clustered about the same 
altar, and offering to their God with 
the same prayer the same sacrifice. 


“Yes, my friends, couched in the 
same. terms, framed. .on .the.. 
liturgy of the Mass, the prayer of one 
is the prayer of all; the prayer of the 


; 


fyoices singing the same identical like the smoke of fragrant pe erenag 
mbol of Cathdlicity. What is | from a million censers gently swing- | 


der than that universal amen? 
“Only one thing—the wonderful ac- | 
1 of Catholic teaching. 
"To complete, round off that union) 
{His Church for which He prayed on | 
eve of His great martyrdom, 
ist had to do something more. He) 
to take the wills, the fickle wills | 
nen and bend them in obedience 


Ve Find it Quite Easy to 
Dwell on Everything Else 


pRev. Albert Muntsch, St. adit Le 
University) 


Ametimes we catch ourselves in| 
fact of pursuing a train of idla 
mts and-of building foolish air-| 
which the hard facts of life’ 
Rever allow us to realize. Wa) 
how silly itis to indulge in| 
e¥reveries and that they cause loss | 
‘Mecious moments. Yet we readily 
ourselves by saying it is so. 
mt to drift into these day-| 
aims and that it is easier to allow 
imagination to feed upon them. 
Tesolutely to bat their entrance. | 
what inconsistent beings 
* We find it hard to step the com-| 
bof trifling thoughts into the mind. 
Fe complain that it is so hard to. 
™ of the things of God and to| 
™ some minutes in contemplating 
Peplendid traths of our holy Faith | 
a mpiation, ” “Meditation,” — the | 
7 Words sound dreadful to some 
S, and call up the picture ot 
eg » OF painful bodiiy position, 
aves fixed in ecstasy upon a vision 
ened for the ordinary mortal. 
~~ contemplation, in the sense of 
® Catholic ascetic or Fn orca 


‘oneness of —" and teaching and | 
a 


‘ing in rhythmic unison, that universal! 


| Pather, who wraps all the suppliants | 


‘in the common folds of a universa! 


benediction. Such is the bewitching 


unity of the Catholie Church, and that | , 
government worship renders her | 
| invulnerable, for experience teaches 
that in union is atrengt. 


Lord possess all safactionn that are 
found in creatures? .If He is God, He! 
is also man and if we believe in His| 
divinity, it is a consolation to know | 
that He has borne the weakness of 
our humenity. Are the eee et of | 
His life not all facts, which are ia 
‘narrated by eye-witnesses ? 

You may allege that there is a 
vast difference between contemplat-| | 
‘ing the things of God and dwelling 
on the fancies born of the things ms 
surround us. You will say the mys- 
teries of Christ’s life are so far re- 
moved from the facts and experiences 
(of daily life. But do you not make 
| allowances for similar difficulties 
when your thoughts turn to persons 


and scenes you knew years ago or in| 
‘distant lands? Can you not still re 
\call the voice of a dear mother long 
dead, and the grave and kindly coun- 
tenance of a friend or father who is 
now no more? 

No; the fact that the events of | 
Christ’s life are so distant in space 
and time, should not make meditation 
thereon a vague or difficult or fruit- 
less task. Persons who were not 
learned in theology have meditatea 
with delight and with immense ad- 
‘| vantage to their souls on the life and 
death of our Blessed Redeemer. Their 
contemplation was of an immensely 
higher and nobler kind than that to 
which some persons are given, who) 
speculate only on the data presented 

the world and its vanities. And 


"Ns, WILE THOU TAKE N‘, HERE PRESENT, 
ACCORDING TO THE RITE 2° a mm 

OF OUR HOLY MOTHER, ff ffl J Ply 
THE CHURCH e* t{ 1 JOIN YOU TOGETHER 
IN MARRIAGE, IN THE NAME OF 


J ” m)) 
1 WHE. ff fill) THe FATHER, ANO OF THE SON, ANO 


i OF THE HOLY GHOST. AMEN: ull 
MH 


hi tig 1g Aa i 


FROM THE 
CHURCH 


WL 
| as | 


WE ARE CHILDREN OF THE SAINTS, 
AND WE MUST NOT BE JOINED TOGETHER 
LIKE HEATHENS WHO KNOW NOT GOD. 

Tod. Vins 


——— SS 


What Literary Artists Are Writing About 


It is, of course, obvious that hu-|thority not of “God,” but of the! Christian forces; England its New 
manity is standing at the gateway | “State.” man, its Francis Thompson, 


of some tremendous new epoch, one This idea of the innate and sover-{ Hilaire Belloc, its Benson, its Ches-| 


in which all the past struggles of all' eign power of “the State” ceases tertons, its Martindale, its Alice Mey 


' 
those ideas which debase or uwuplift' more and more to remain the miere nell, its Shane Leslie, its Francis 


mankind will be eclipsed by the gigan- abstraction it was +t so long, and} Grierson; but only a few and, as yet 
tic scope and rejentless nature of the | tends more and more to become posi-; quite leecal and minor Christian ar- 
coming conflict of opposings wills and | tively deific in the minds of ever in-| tists are today ranged against the 
antagonistic spiritual forces. creasing multitudes powerful brigade of English, French 


greatest of all the psychic battle-| work of metre. hated, pocts andjartists who in America wage war 
fields of the future, and the voices of prose prophets especially, who have | against the Christian ethics—-avowed 
our artists today are uttering the! breathed an energetic life into what) ly, or implicitly. 

omens and the prophecies of the im-| would be only a cold mental abstrac-| It is impossible, however, to doubt 


T pending “crisis: “They formulate’ the! tien without the fire and passion ahd! that a Feattion fe hei wt Nand, and 


watchwords and phrase the battle! power they have given to it. ‘that soon the champions of Christ in 
cries. . . . If you would know what Now, with this particular source art will step forth to face Apollo. 
is to be tomorrow, study the artists| of authority, modern non-Christian; For the inevitability of reaction, in 


of today. . . thought (with the exception of pure all movements, is a phenomenon that | 


Already, I think, it is quite clear| anarchy: but that grows constantly! must be granted by all students an 
that minor issues are being brushed less active) has no quarrel, but rather | champions of humanitarianism, and as 
aside, and that the basic principle of|a deep affinity; because both at bot-| the New Paganism, which is creating 
the warfare being waged by most| tom are in opposition to dogmatic re 1@ mystical religion of the state. 
modern writers who count for any- ligion, to Christianity. icontinues its career it is bound t 


'thing, intellectually and artistically Hence, it is day by day becoming) face at last the one power which 


can be plainly discerned as a demand (clearer that the great task which ‘dares to say to Man: “You have a' 


for absolute liberty of expression, and| modern art has set all its forces to| Master—a Supernatural Creator Wh: 
the overthrow of all attempts to main-| accomplish, is to get rid of the power demands Obedience, and Who has 
tain traditional and institutional | of Christianity, and to permit al! that’ given to me His Authority over you!’ 


forms of moral and spiritual Au-| which Christian morality would pro-| For such is the voice of the Catholic! 


thority. hibit or shackle—all the forces of Church; and, strange to say, it has 

Ultimately, all forms of moral and| free sensual life—to seek and find ever been able te gain poets, and 
spiritual authority are based upon the expression untrammeled save by con- | other artists, to express its ancient 
dogma of a personal God; who has' siderations of expediency, or of aj and unchanging mind. A few of the 
| revealed His dictates to His creatures | purely social, and non-Christian, de-| keener-minded and far-sighted lead 
who are bound to follow these or meet corum. For, since Christianity claime ers of modern humanitarianism are 
with inevitable disaster. the power and the sanction of an Al-| aware of this singular recrudescence 

Christianity is the expression, and’ mighty God to guide and mould hu- of Christian supernaturalism in Ame 
the Catholic Church is the organism. man life; and asserts that disaster) rican art and thought: and are cal! 
for the working-out of this idea, and follows any least slackening of its/ing attention to the fact that. th 
all forms of society which claim! control, modern art must of necessity) one thing, and the only thing, which 


“legitimate authority,” save one (a wage war against Christianity—save can prevent the overthrow of al! 


new-comer to the hierarchy of modern of course, when modern art is itself forms of dogmatical, authoritative 
ideas), derive directly or indirectly Christian, explicitly, or in nature, and; moral conventions, habits, customs, 
their spiritual or moral sanction from | purpose. and beliefs,—namely, the influence of 
this source. But modern American art has the Catholic Church, is now @ 

The one exception among modern | shown little Christian character or itself in a great new moven 
forms of social organism claiming direction. France has its Huysman, tistic and cultural forces 
“legitimate authority” which does not\its Brunetiere, ita Panl Claudel, its age, the fourth center 
derive safiction from Christianity, is| Francis James, its Maurice Barres 
Socialism, which would set up the au-/| its Pau! Bourget, and many other| (Continued on Page 


News Items of Interest to Our People 
Culled From the Non-Catholic Press 


SAYS REVERENCE I5 SADLY | myth—the bie ic tie a target of thought-/| laboratory to a desert island inhabit. 
LACKING. ‘less criticism, the elder an old fogy.’| ed by lepers, is a long step. It was| 

‘The young man gives his measure| the one commenced Monday by Miss 

“Lack of reverence, not only 4s ap-| when he speaks of his father as the! Marie Roer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
plied to gray heirs, but to the ad- “old man” or the “governor.” |W. F. Roer. Their daughter resigned 


_)ministrators of our laws, was deplored | “‘One danger of our time is the| ‘from a position in the State Board of | 
by Rev. Grant W. Speer in his ser-| growing disrespect for rulers. Re-| |Health and departed for Moison Ste. | 


mon last night at the Central Chris- | centiy a minister spoke of “that thing | Anne, Canada, where she will take the 


itian church. His theme was ‘The! ;,, Washington we call our govern-| Vel! in the convent of the Franciscan 


Twentieth Century Defect.’ He said) mont” He not only did no good by | Sisters. 
in part: ithat senseless phrase, but probably Miss Roer has become an expert in 
“‘The most cheerful optimist would | ondid many a plea for better citizen-| the biological department of the state 
not dare affirm this was a reverent| ship. | Under the direction of Dr. Ge orge H, 
age. Reverence is not a note of | “‘hre we forgetting to walk softly | Jones she has made researches into 
modern life. Once to be thought in these times? It seemed like a pic-| lall kinds of diseases. She has dis- 
reverent was an honorable thing —~ | sure of my land when 1 beheld & com: covered most of the cases of rabies 
now is old fashioned. The age " on pany of American Protestant tourists | which were sent to the state office and 
irreverent age. Said one woman: “I ;., Notre Dame cathedral in Paris, 2%* ‘s0lated the terrible germ by 
was born in an unlucky time. When | -juttering noisily into the midst of|™°"™* of the miscrope. She has/ 


the devotions of the worshipers ard | Bandled other microbes with equal | 
seemed aggrieved when a verger | *“*°*°* 


‘obliged to respect and obey my chil- sternly drove them cut. Their lack| “She will take a course in the con- 


of reverence was fundamental. The vent in Quebec and when she qualifies | 
“‘Something ‘is woefully Wrong |id not learned to uncover in the | she will be sent as a medical mission- 


when the young decline fay hai Peres of the worship of the High- | *"%- ee ae 

'"—Tolede Times, Sept. 22, 1919. ‘to some island in the Pacific where | 
she might be thrown among the lepers 
\which cases she hopes to study with a 


but to step from « bacterological' Weekly Rustler, Oct. 10, 1919, 


“From the busy world to the clois-| desire to aid in the eradication of the 
tered walls of a convent is a long step, terrible disease.”---Cole County (Moa.) | 


Catholic Wedding Ceres 
_ Befits Dignity of M 


“Souk in tha biceiabeig «2 a manne aa | 
the coldest at which the priest ever officiates, so the ceremom, 
which two good Catholics are united for life is one of t rr 
solemn’ in the Church’s ritual. The Catholic ma . 
words of St. Paul, is “a great sacrament,” and hence the ¢ 
is performed in the church. Moreover, as the marriage s 
one of the three states of life to which the parties are 
God, and in which they are to serve God together till deat 
the reception into tke religious life, marriage is entered into be 
the very altar, Bie ‘ : 
Instead of being “joined together as the heathen who knoi 


which makes them one, they, by a good confession, remove f 
their souls everything that might prevent God’s presence at ¢ 
ceremony, and by putting themselves in the state of grace ¢ 
dispose themselves for God's blessing on their wedded life, Ne 


cleansing waters of Baptism made them His adopted children, — 
sees the light of faith and the beauty of His own image 


grace and faith marry faith. 

No sooner are they united in marriage, than the holy 
of the Mass is offered for them with special prayers for 
blessing and protection on their lives and for His powerful 
‘to enable them to pérform their new duties well. The %: 
| even allows an interruption at this Mass, which is not permitted — 
| to the priest at any other time. During the principal part of the — 
sacrifice, whilst Christ is personally present on the altar, the priest 
leaves off the Mass, invites the newly-married couple to a 
the altar, and then turning to Christ, the priest asks Him a 
to grant them a long life, a happy life, a life so blessed and 
with good works that it will be a sure way tu the. Heavenly Bas 
‘quet. A few moments later the Son of God becomes t 


not God” (Tob. VIII, 5), before two good Catholics speak the ct 1 


hoa 


God looks down upon them with the same loving eye as when Ha 


in their souls. As their hearts become one, so does grace marry | 


| food that morning and thus unites Himself more aosely to “a 


| than they are united to each other. 

Could God’s blessing be withheld from a marriage thus pre- 
‘pared for and thus entered into? Isn't there an unspeakable 
difference between the cold, sad mixed-marriage and the solemn 
ae Catholic marriage? 

ae 


‘| The AmericanC onstitution 6 vs. 
a Constitution of Bolshevisass 


oo 


By Rev. H. C, Hengell, Madison, Wis.;an end. Labor needs capital as much 


' the letter and in the apirit, is the best | people can be trusted for some 


antidote against Bolshevism. There) to come to perpetuate the present in- adh 5 


is no excuse for Bolshevism in| dustrial co-operation of capital 
America, labor and to resent 0 as to. 


waste both in production and distri- | quately instructe? to appeutiaty 


‘| bution of economic goods. Most wage) glorious Constitution of the Uni 


/earners are underpaid. A small nunt-| States as the antidote to Bolshevism, 
‘ber of capitalists receive incomes al-| The American Constitution protects 
together too large. But these eco-| the rights of the weakest citizens ss 
nomic evils can easily be remedieo | well as the strongest. Minorities 
‘when the people really want to} have certain rights which no majority 
remedy them by recourse to the Con-| may take away. It guaranteés true 
i stitution of the United States and to! religious liberty and freedom of con 
the laws based upon it. | science. it makes America the land 
Bolshevism, which is really applied | of oppertantts in which the lowllest 
| Socialism, would make social condi-| worker may advance by industry and 
|tions immeasurably worse. It would / thrift to economic and political leader 
|mean ¢elass rule in place of govern-| ship. Every American boy, reading 
ment of the people for the people and/ the life of Lincoln, has the chanee to 
| by all the people. It would mean a! realize his dream of becoming: the 
bureaucratic officiousness in direct-| President of the United States, The 
ing or misdirecting the private : American Constitution provides a 
fairs of every individual ou! scuare deal for all and special favors 
anell politics tyranny or autocracy to none. It creates no dukes or counts 
No one would have much to say in the! or other snobs of the so-called neo 
ordering of his own life it would | bility lt makes government officials 
certainly lead to social inefficiency the servants, not the masters of the 
and decadence. Workers would “sol-| people. Its courts are responsible not 
dier” on their job They would “let; to kings, net to legislatures, but te 
George do it.” the people whom they are sworn te 
serve with justice. In America per- 
sonal liberty is sacred. No one may 
imprisoned except for just cause 
dne process of law. 

ica not Heaven. [Tt ts «@ 
f this world But, like our 
would increase the latters'’ incor ess millions of soldiers returning from 
than twenty-fiv er if Sut rance, the average citizen proudly 
'that were done, whence w | come. feels that merica is *God'’s own 
capital, brains, directive genius country.” od it is chiefly the Com 
eatablish and operate new indu ies’) «6satitutio f the United States that 

iTrulw. econot progress » af has made it “God’« own deren iH BA 


Americans Are Well F a But 


Do Not Receive Nourishment 


} 
' 
' By Alfred W. McCann. 


LAl 
THE MADERIA-MAMORE CASE (Continued). 

At noon they ate while vread vyhite ermckers and x que, with more 
coffee and sugar. Occasionally dried codfish, ham or bacon was substituted 
for the xarque. Xarque is dried beef, which looks like leather. It is packed 
in slabs or layers, weighing fifty pounds each. Each slab is several inches 
| thick, and as dry and hard aa wood Before cooking, the xarque was soaked 
over night in water, and then bois 

In the evening the men ate more white bread, erackers and xarque, and 
occasionally indulged themselves in a can of sauerkraut, a can of pork and 
| beans, or a can of jam. 
| The French, Jamaicans and Barbadians grouped together, and every day 
i'made what the others called “sinkers,” a sort of heavy doughnut composed of 
i'white flour, sugar and water, fried in lard. 
| All of the foods in the laborers’ camp, with the exception of the bears, 
| which they ate sparingly on account of their high cost, were of the acid- 
'forming type. The base-forming substances were not only deficient in quan 
tity, they were not present at a)! 

Acidosis under such conditions was inevitable. 

The officers, many of whom escaped serious forms of the disease, en- 
| joyed a larger variety of foodstuffs from which to choose, including dried 
| fruits (base-forming), nuts (base-forming), oatmeal (in itself almost a come 
plete food), and potatoes (also base-forming). 


Chief Engineer Ashmead, who ate largely of white bread, mashed pota- 


4 


The Constitution of the United as capital needs labor. ar. 
| States, upheld and enforced both | n| The common sense of the A ea 


America will unquestionably be the This deifying process is larcely the German, Jewish, Russian, and native}, 


cis ‘ ‘ ub- é 4 
Conditions industrial in America Abitute -Belsheviam. $9. Ar vis J 
are not ideal, There is enormous’ provided only that the people are sae 


itoes and fresh meat, obtained by slaughtering in eamp an occasional beef. a : 
| steer imported on the hoof hey that purpose, began to manifest the frat kat 
i ms atid 


een rate 


(Continued on Page Fo Your) 
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ae the early centuries and no doubt 


men are taught the eternal 
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and teach the people all things that 
‘He had taught His Apostles. 


‘and Christ told His followers to teach 


- galiabed the Church for the pur-| authority. 


: . a merican Constitution vs. 


‘movable and immovable. 
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ay “CALENDAR FOR THIS WEFK. 


s. 2ist after Pentecost. 
M. All Souls. 
T,. St. Charles Borromeo, vave it 


sidés having a visible head the Church 
also has outward ceremony 
through which members are received 
am into her fold, i.e, gh Baptism 
different by which it In the Gospels find Christ refer 
W. St. Bertille. should be governed. It is visible de-| ring to the Church a 
Th. S. Leonard | cause it is a society composed of men 
F. St. Florence | We cannot imagine invisible so 
S. Feast of Holy Relics. | ciety composed of imaginary members 
established by Christ Who 
30. freq uently of His Church. 


‘pose of applying the grace which He 
merited by His death, to the souls of 
nen. He selected a head for tha’ 
Church, He built it upon a roc! 


an 


throv 
: 
we 


laws 


of God. 
as a body composed of members. 
Apocalypse refers to the Church 
holy city. 


He also refers to the Church 
The 
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FLOWERS ARE CULTIVATED AND 

BLOOM: THE FLOWER OF 

What causes CLCUBE CHILDHOOD MUST NOT 
from attending Holy Mass 0 RE NEGLECTED. 
Sundays and Holydays? nines 

Which are the Holydays, bj 
whom and for what purpose 
were they instituted? 

Ta one allowed to perform ser- *~ ‘ 
vile work on Sunday? | ‘ cs 

What circumstances would al- 
low one to work the Lord's 
Day? 


Learn the Answers to P| bees 
the Questions which fol- 
low; also learn the mean- | 
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Catechetical 
Instructions 


By Rev. R. E. K. 


The Ninth Article of the Creed 
teaches a belief in the Holy Catholic ™ 
Church. The Church is usually ward te 
fined as a congregation of the faith. dren; do not allow | 
ful professing the same faith, receiv with the CUFFED, inject a 
. ae the same Sacraments, and united of self-reliance into them and vk 
under a common head. The term them proud of being a juvenile citi 

"1's very ancient, being 7¢" of the great world we live in. 


in the writings of the Fathers 
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| Rome, . Peter's, the eleventh day of March, 1917, the third year 
ii _<_. r BENEDICT XV, Pope. 
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Apostolic Delegation, ‘ZSil Filtmore St., Wallington, D, C., April 27, 1913. 
@ nature of your work tends to supply, in a popular and practical way, the 
needs of both 


xe . the Catholics and non-Catholics. 
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th t wishes | am, sincerely yours In Xto., 
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PRAY FOR THE DEAD. 

All nature sings requiem. The fall of autumn leaves 
brings sad memories. It recalls our own which so often has 
been as fruitless as the sere and yellow leaf. We think of 
hopes that are lost. Reflecting on Our littleness we think with 
more gratitude of the goodness of God. We also think of 
others. The Church shows her wisdom in selecting the month 
of November for devotion to the Souls in Purgatory. 

The Church’ is a Teal mother of souls. She not only 
teaches the eternal truths, preaches the infinite justice of God, 
but she lovés her own with the sympathetic heart of a mother. 
3 She follows them, even beyond the grave. Each of us has our 
treasures among the dead. In November we think of them 
more kindly than during the other times of the year. Of all 
the crimes that were committed by the Reformers of the six- 
teenth century none was so deplorable as the destruction of 
the belief in Purgatory and the efficacy of prayers for the 
dead. The present Prime Minister of England, who by virtue 
of his office, is spiritual adviser to the head of the Anglican 
church, recently said in a speech in the House of Commons 
that it was “robbing the dead.” 

e doctrines that many who have died are still in a place 
of purification and that prayers avail to help the dead is part 
of the very earliest Christian tradition. Tertullian speaks of 
prayers for the dead as an Apostolic ordinance. He advises a 
widow “to pray for the soul of her husband, begging repose 
for him and participation in the first resurrection,” He urges 
her “to make oblations for, him on the anniversary of his 
demise.” When the question of the state of a man who was 


_ +. wfeeonciled to God on his death bed and had no time for the 


fulfillment of penance due his transgressions was put to 
Clement of Alexandria, he answered: “The believer through 
discipline divests himself of his passions and passes to the 
mansion which is better than the former one, passes to the 
greatest torment, taking with him the characteristic of re- 
pentance for the faults he may have committed after Bap- 
tism.”’ 

The doctrine is clearly defined by Origen. If a man 
departs this life with lighter faults he is condemned to fire, 
which burns away the lighter materials and prepares the soul 
for the kingdom of God, where nothing defiled shall enter. 
He expresses the argument for Purgatory which follows from 
reason: “For if on the foundation of Christ you have built 
not only gold and silver and precious stones, but also wood 
and hay and stubble, what do you expect when the soul shall 
be separated from the body? Would you enter into Heaven 
with your wood and hay and stubble and thus defile the king- 
dom of God; or, on account of these hindrances would you 
remain without and receive no reward for your gold and 
silver and precious stones? Neither is this just. It remains 
then that you be committed to the fire which will burn the 
light materials; fof our God to those who can comprehend 
heavenly things is called a cleansing fire, but this fire con- 
sumes not the creature, but what the creature has himself 
built, wood and hay and stubble. It is manifest that the fire 
destroys the wood of our transgressions and then returns to 
us the reward of our good works.” In this word of Origen we 
find the only way to reconcile the infinite justice of God with 
His infinite mercy. Most explicit is the statement of Saint 
Cyril that the souls of the dead were aided particularly ‘“‘while 
the Sacred Victim lay upon the altar.” Saint Augustine says 
that the “prayers and alms of the faithful, and the Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Altar, aid the faithful departed and move the Lord 
to deal with them in mercy and kindness,” and that “this is 
the practice of the Universal Church handed down by the 
Fathers.” There is pathetic beauty and a Christian truth in 
the touching appeal of Saint Monica to her son, Saint Augus- 
tine: “Lay this body anywhere, be not concerned about that; 
only this I beg of you, that, wheresoever you may be, you make 
remembrance of me at the Lord’s Altar.” 

We read that the Episcopalians are going to adopt the 
practice of prayer for the dead. We rejoice that this large 
and influential body of Christians is about to make restitution. 
We pray that their charity may lead them to a fuller light. 
There is at least one virtue in their effort to restore to their 
liturgy the practice of praying for the dead. The founder of 
the Anglican church, of which the Episcopalian church is the 
offspring, Henry VIII, retained so much faith in the efficacy of 
the Mass for the dead that he ordered in his will that “Masses 
should be said for my soul's health whilst the world shall 
endure.” After death his body was brought to the privy 
chamber and we read that “divine service was held about him 
with Masses.” When his body was removed to the chapel we 
are told by the chronicler that during the twelve days it lay in 
state ‘Masses and dirges were sung and said over it." 

Prayer for the dead is the greatest of Christian charities. 
None of God’s creatures is so poor, none so helpless as those in 
Purgatory. To pray for the dead is a generous thing. It is 
the fairest flower of faith, the sweetest offering of our creed 
of charity. The Souls in Purgatory know God better than we 
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souls. He died on the Cross that they might be with Him. 
If He detains them behind hot prison bars it is because He 
cannot cease to be just. He would immediately release every 
soul in Purgatory if He could do so in keeping with His infi- 
tite perfections. It may be said that we can do for these poor 
souls what even God Himself cannot do. 

Pray for the Dead! Pray that their Kyrie may be soon 
turned into a glad Gloria. When they are with God they will 
not forget us. They will remember that it was our prayers 
and suffrages that hastened their delivery. The day will come 
when we are of the Souls in Purgatory. We will have Saints 
in Heaven to pray fer us because they are grateful to us. 
Pray for the Dead! We owe it to those who were dear to us 
on earth. Some of us owe it to the one to whom under God 
‘we owe everything. Pray for those that may be in Purgatory 
because we did not set them the right example. Pray for 
those who have no one to pray for them. Pray for the Dead! 
Even though justice do not demand it, it is the call of the 
greatest Christian charity.— B. X. O'R. | ‘ 
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CATTS SHOCKS US, 


Have you heard the latest? The son of Governor S&S. J. 
Catts, of Florida, has married a Catholic, and what is more, 
the honeymoon of the bridal couple was spent in the Gover- 
nor’s mansion. 

Our readers will remember that Mr. Catts emphasized 
only one plank in his platform while running for Governor, 
and that was his anti-Catholic plank. He was going to drive 
all Catholic teachers from the Public Schools of the state and 
hoped ultimately to rid the state of all Catholics. The-cam- 
paign of the Governor was One of insincere politics. He knew 
the bitter feeling throughout the state against Catholics due 
to bigotry born of ignorance and fostered by virulent enemy 
propagandists, and he took advantage of it. We are reminded 
of the anti-Catholic Watson, of Georgia, sending his daughter 
to a convent school. 
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CATHOLIC LITERATURE NOT CONTAMINATING— YOUR 
SUPPORT IS SOLICITED. 


-—— 


By. J. Lawrence Warhover. 


1] 


The habit of reading newspapers and magazines is universal, in 
fact it is a very valuable habit to acquire. The business world, the social 
world, the mighty happenings of a mighty universe are recorded on 
pages that force you to think. These pages are brought to your very 
door in the form of your favorite newspaper or magazine. A great event 
in India, a catastrophe in Afries, a great man’s speech in England, a 
breezy bit of news from the States—all are called to your attention by 
words that burn their way into your brain. 

Too much attention cannot be brought to bear on the vital fact that 
though there is an overindulgence in the matter of the reading of that 
which does not pertain to Catholicity, there is a woeful lack of the proper 
support due efficient Catholic publications. The Catholic paper may be | 
purchased, and then sadly neglected. The news and articles in its columns 
were printed for your special edification, to be properly digested, and 
comment made on same in the immediate family circle, but alas and alack! 
these sane ends are rarely accomplished. The children as well as grown- 
ups should have a marked interest in the Catholic paper, as it causes them 
to gradually grow up with added knowledge each day, which stands to 
serve them well when ‘the agé of matured judgment has been really at- 
tained. Too much attention cannot be called to the juvenile columns of a 
paper, for the boys and girls of today are the men and women of to- 
morrow—the nation’s most valuable asset. Serve the children well, as 
the molding of the child’s opinion early in its tender life will carry im- 
mense weight in the struggling years to come. The fate of nations hangs 
upon the material it has within its confines in the shape of brains, not 
upon its unfeeling machinery, its monster buildings, or mighty rail- 
roads. These acquisitions are powerless without the human hand at the 
throttle of their endeavors. 

The merchant and his wares cross your threshold through the medium 
of advertising in your newspaper. If he buys economically he can afford 
to advise you of the fact which will enable you to buy in the same way. 
The advertising pages of a newspaper are wonderful, they are beautiful 
reader to read. 
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The greatest determining factors in the moulding of the rank and 
file of Christ’s industrial army are proper Christian worship, respect for 
the mother that bore you, the father that labored for you, the selection 
of proper associations, and, THE PROPER SELECTION AND CARE 
EXERCISED IN VALUABLE READING MATERIAL. 

A valuable paper is one you can hand to your wife or your mother 
with a just feeling of pridé in its pages. Too much attention cannot be 
called to the fact that good Catholic literature is essential, and should 
occupy a permanent place of honor in every home and fireside within the 
broad confines of our nation today. We are all proud of our homes, of 
our community; then why not likewise be also proud of our Catholic 
paper? With keen disappointment I have noted the taking away of 
literature from the doors of our churches, end after the recipient of such 
had deposited his mite he considered his duty ended then and there, with 
the result that such reading material found more often a berth in the 
stagnant gutter than in the home. The words in the columns of these 
papers were written by men who think, and are especialy written to lead 
you to think—but how sad the fact that MANY ARE CONTENT WITH 
HAVING OTHERS THINK FOR THEM, AND HOLD NO PLACE IN 
THEIR HEART FOR GOOD CATHOLIC LITERATURE, AWAKEN! 

Priests, secretaries of organizations, anc other taymen who order 
one hundred and more copies of OUR SUNDAY VISITOR each week, in 
the following states, should “pay up” this month: Indiana, Illinois, 
Idabo, yok Bag Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, New Jer- 
sey, Wisconsin. 
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Dear Sir: 
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God's grace never fail you. 

Ygurs in Christ, 
REV. RAYMOND VERNIMONT. 
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